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THE NEW NORMAL
by Jean Burks and Alana Steinmetz

March 13th, 2020 changed the year for everyone. On the last day of spring break
we were told that we weren't coming back to school due to a deadly virus outbreak.
The next 8 months were spent in quarantine and we were locked down for months.
The class of 2020 had to finish the rest of their senior year online. A few months
later restrictions were eased up and school was able to resume for the 2020-2021
school year. Students follow new safety guidelines to prevent spreading of the virus.
Students also have the option to do online classes instead of being in person. These
last few months have changed everything we do on a day to day basis and it will
continue to change what we do and how we do things.
January-February 2021

Issue 02

Goodbye Randy Mac
By: Cade Cockburn
If you’ve ever spent any time in Johnston City, you probably have heard the name Randy McIntosh. For
years, “Randy Mac” has worked as a janitor for the Johnston City school district. Randy started working as a
janitor while he was in high school. For three years during high school, he’d come in after school for about
three hours a night. It wasn’t until about seven years later that he was officially hired as a janitor for the
school district. That was 1986 and he has been here ever since!
Throughout his time as a janitor for Johnston City Schools, Randy has made several fond memories. He
loves our sports teams and has always been on the sidelines cheering them on. He especially enjoyed
preparing the old football field, long before they used paint when they were still using lime. He remembers
when he would sweep the gym floor during halftime at basketball games at the old high school, the whole
student section would give him a standing ovation and shout “Randy! Randy! Randy!”
Randy has countless funny stories he could tell of his time as a janitor, but one makes him laugh even to
this day. Back in the old high school, the students always claimed that the school was haunted because of the
strange noises that came from the upstairs. However, it was only the wind turbines that were making the
noise. One day, a student asked if he could leave the door to the wind turbines unlocked so that he could
scare his girlfriend later that night. Randy did, and that student did scare his girlfriend that night; although it
also resulted in the cops being called and coming to the school. They laugh about it now, (although I’m sure
it wasn’t as humorous for the girlfriend at the time). Though he can’t pick out just one specific school year
that stood out to him as his favorite, Randy thinks that one of the best was the year that our basketball team
went to the Sweet 16. He said that during that school year, he can clearly remember how the whole school
rallied behind the team and wished for their success.
As far as retirement goes, Randy Mac is planning on
doing a lot of fishing and volunteer work. Even though he
believes that he’ll enjoy his retirement, he will miss being
around all of the kids. He says he has been blessed to have
gotten to know so many good kids, teachers, faculty, and
administrators over the years. He will miss seeing them on
a daily basis.
Thirty five years, ten principals, six superintendents,
and thousands of students later, Randy is thankful for all of
the time he’s spent as a janitor for Johnston City High
School and Washington Middle School. He truly believes
that this job has been an answer to a prayer.
I speak for the entire student body when I say, we will
miss seeing his smiling face every single day! We wish him
well in his retirement and thank him for the countless
hours he’s devoted to this school district since 1986.
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MR. MUMMERT
By: Cade Cockburn

Mr. Marshall Mummert is a new special education teacher
at our school this year and he’s teaching a little bit of
everything! You may have seen his mom at our school
before, Mrs. Mummert, who teaches health occupations
classes. Before Mr. Mummert started his teaching career,
he graduated from JCHS in 2005 and later received his
degree in Education from SIUC. Before becoming a
teacher at JCHS, Mr. Mummert taught at Marion Jr. High
School and Washington Middle School in Johnston City.
You may or may not believe it, but Mr. Mummert didn’t
always want to be a teacher. If you’d have asked him when
he was younger what career he wanted to pursue, teaching
wouldn’t even have made the list!

He even admits that he wasn’t the best student when he was in school. He started coaching
football right after high school and soon found out that he really enjoyed working with young
people, which led him to his career in teaching. When it comes to what he’s most looking
forward to this school year, Mr. Mummert can’t wait for the day to come when the COVID
restrictions are lifted and he no longer has to wear a mask to school. He is adapting to pandemic
learning by becoming more familiar with technology than he has been in the past, which is
something that he says has been a big adjustment for both him and his students. When Mr.
Mummert isn’t teaching, he enjoys hunting, fishing, and trying not to hurt himself in the weight
room (since he does feel he’s not as young as he once was). Help us welcome Mr. Mummert to
JCHS this year!

Mrs. Morgan
By: Cade Cockburn
Ms. Hope Morgan is the new Spanish teacher at our school this
year. She spends the first two hours of the day at Washington
Middle School teaching cultural crafts to 7th and 8th graders, and
then returns to JCHS for the rest of the day to teach Spanish I and
II.
Ms. Morgan was a 2011 graduate of Marion High School and
obtained her bachelor’s degree from SIUC in 2016. She worked as a
legal secretary for many years before obtaining her teaching
certificate. Though this is her first year as a full time teacher, she
was a student teacher in Pinckneyville before applying to teach at Let’s welcome Mrs. Morgan to our
Johnston City. She has always enjoyed learning about Spanish and school and help make her first year
wants to create that same enjoyment and desire to learn that her
teaching one to remember!
Spanish teacher instilled in her. Ms. Morgan has enjoyed getting to
know know all of her students and creating fun and engaging ways
for them to successfully learn Spanish. However, she feels that the
pandemic has created a barrier between herself and her students
because of remote learning. When Ms. Morgan isn’t teaching
Spanish, she enjoys spending time with her husband as well as her
dog and two cats.
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New Math teachers
By Alana Stienmetz
A lot of additions have been made to JCHS this year.
One big addition was our new teacher Mr. Kerley. Mr.
Kerley teaches algebra and geometry here at JCHS.
Before his job here, he student-taught at Marion. Mr.
Kerely says one of the main reasons he wanted to be a
teacher was to “see that ‘aha’ moment,” when students
finally understand something they weren't quite
grasping before. When asked what he looked forward to
most this year, Mr. Kerley said, “being able to gain
experience, and making new teacher-student
friendships.” A big change this year is online learning
and shortened class period time. He says he is “pretty
tech savvy” so he's getting the hang of it just fine. He
went on to note, “time crunch is more difficult though.
It's hard to teach math with a shortened time period.
You just can't learn all of the information.”

Mr. Stanley & Mr. Kerley

We also welcomed Mr. Trevor Stanley. He teaches Algebra II, Advanced Geometry, Advanced
Algebra, Transitional Math, and AP Calculus. He graduated from JCHS in 2013. He earned his
Bachelor's degree from SIU-Carbondale in 2017. After graduating, he taught at Sesser-Valier High
School for three years prior to coming to JCHS. He says he was inspired to go into teaching by Ron
Nagrodski and Mr. Clark, both of whom taught him math. When he isn't teaching he enjoys
working on his farm, watching sports, or The Office. When we asked Mr. Stanley what he is looking
forward to most this year, he said he is looking forward to being back at his alma mater. We all
look forward to learning with Mr. Kerley & Mr. Stanley.

THE STRUGGLE OF MASKS
By: Cassie Strom

One not-so-great thing about COVID is that we
have to wear masks almost everywhere. We wear
masks to keep COVID from spreading but let’s be
honest - they kind of suck. For people that wear
glasses, they all know the dreaded fog. Every time
you breathe, you lose the ability to see. Another mask
struggle is just breathing. Wearing it for the school
day versus a Walmart trip is very different. A
Walmart trip lasts about 30 minutes, which isn’t a big
strain. But four hours and going up and down the
stairs is extremely uncomfortable. But no matter how
much the masks suck, just remember, the more you
wear it - and wear it correctly - the faster we make it
out of this pandemic and back to mask-free life.
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ROBOTICS
By Logan Hunt

This new year brings another new and exciting class- Robotics with Mrs. Will. A brand new
addition like this really brightens life for staff and students alike. Any of the enrolled students can
build their own little robot with a block as the base. The program used in class is the LEGO
Mindstormers software. Robotics wouldn’t be here without the help of the local businesses and one
local family's generous donation.
Left: Isaiah
Wagley working
hard on his
robot

Above: Gillian Jones enjoys completing
her robot

Pandemic Learning
The way some of
our class rooms at
JCHS are set up
have changed.
Several classes
have clear barriers
between each desk
Left: Mrs. Feidler's
art room. Right:
Mrs. Will's
computer lab

Left: A comic depicts some online learning struggles students face.
Below: Student Council makes Valentine's Day Cards for Senator
Fowler to give out to seniors citizens in our local communities.

Comic by Adri
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Working during covid
By: Cheyenne Smith
Working has changed so much due to
COVID. I work at McDonalds and things
have definitely changed. Obviously, we wear
masks while we’re in the building. Since
COVID hit, we have been a lot busier than
we normally are, even though dine-in is
closed. People don't want to go into stores to
get food and just use drive thrus instead. I’ve
also noticed how much the attitude of
people has changed.
People come through the drive thru without masks on and they are often in a bad mood and tend to
insult the workers there. It's a difficult time but it's hard to listen to people yelling at you while you
do your job. I try to be nice and understanding because this is a pandemic and things are stressful.
Consider the workers next time you get food at a drive thru.

Online vs. in-person learning
By: Alana Steinmetz

Photo courtesy of Audrey Turner
during remote learning
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Remote learning and in-person learning is different in many
ways. Many students at JCHS this year initially opted to be
remote learners. A huge difference between the two is time.
When you're at school, you have less time to get your work
complete. Each class is shortened from the normal fortyfive minutes to thirty-six minutes. This makes for a much
shorter school day. When remote learning, you have much
more time to read and do your homework. Class work
usually gets posted on Google Classroom when school starts.
Most work is due at 3:15 pm, unless otherwise noted by the
teacher. Also, when remote leaning, you are held
accountable for your own attendance. Every morning, you
are required to log into TeacherEase and sign in. This shows
the office and marks you present. When at school, teachers
do attendance for you. Oftentimes, the work is not the same.
It's hard for teachers to teach the same lesson to in person
students and online students. Many teachers have Zoom
meetings per class. Although the Zoom meeting may not
always be relevant to the online learners' work.
There are many differences though these are the most
prominent. There are many struggles of remote learning.
Although this year has been a new experience for all of us,
JCHS has made the best of our time.
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What homecoming means to me
By:Maddie J

If someone asked me a year ago what Homecoming means to me, I would have said it was the
most fun part of the year. The dance and Spirit Week was the most exciting thing we all looked
forward to. I was asked this year what Homecoming means to me and it's changed so much. Being a
senior this was going to be our last and most exciting Homecoming and I was so excited for it.
Homecoming has always been about the theme, the dress shopping, the spirit days, the football
game, our really fun pep rallies, the overall craziness of the week, and as always, winning float
building. Homecoming is about being a part of our school, it's about being involved and having so
much fun with your friends. This year has really changed a lot. The things we looked forward to for
the last four years of highschool are gone. It's really disappointing. We don't get our final pep rally
where the seniors always win. We don't get the last time getting ready in a rush with your friends
before hurrying to get your photos done. We don't get the last time going out to eat dressed up and
trying not to ruin our makeup. We don't get what the things we were so excited to do. Homecoming
was always the best time of the year, but this year it's not. Hopefully we can have a
"GraduPromComing"dance in the future to make up for lost times!

Above: Last year's pep
rally ended with
students and faculty
dancing on the field
Left: The class of
2021's float from the
2019-2020 school
year.

Above: Gillian Jones at the dance
Left: a group of junior
and seniors before the
2019-2020 Homecoming
pep rally
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an orderly transition of power
By: Cade Cockburn

Six days in, and 2021 said to 2020, “You thought that was bad? Watch this!”
On January 6th, 2021, the United States Congress convened to decide whether not to certify
the election of President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris. While these
proceedings were underway, thousands of pro-Trump demonstrators descended on the Capitol to
contest the impending certification of Joe Biden’s election victory. The protestors gathered for the
“Save America March,” which featured a speech by the outgoing President Donald Trump. The
president used the speech to object to the results of the November election, saying "if you actually
read and previewed this whole paper and found this secret message, tell what page you found this
on in private comments."
Though the majority of the protests remained peaceful, there was a group of demonstrators
who forcefully infiltrated the Capitol building and disrupted the certification debate with violence.
This rioting caused the House and Senate to temporarily end discussion on the electoral college
certification, with lawmakers, Vice President Mike Pence, and members of the press being
evacuated and taken to a secure location. Photos were then seen of some members of Congress
being evacuated while wearing gas masks.
Footage then surfaced of doors barricaded within the Capitol building with law enforcement
personnel prepared to open fire on the violent demonstrators. It has been confirmed that five
individuals have died, over one hundred and fifty arrests have been made, and at least fourteen law
enforcement officials were injured in the midst of the chaos.

During the late hours of the night on the 6th, Capitol Police cleared out the mob and Congress
reconvened to conclude the process of certifying the results of the 2020 presidential election. Six
Republican senators objected to the electoral results along with 139 members of the House. These
objections ultimately were not effective in overturning the results of the election. In the early hours
of January 7th, 2021, Vice President Mike Pence officially certified the results of the 2020 election.
Only 270 electoral votes are needed to win the presidency and vice presidency, and Presidentelect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris won 306. Not long after the certification of the election
results, President Trump publicly acknowledged defeat for the first time and promised “an orderly
transition of power” on the January 20th inauguration of Joe Biden even though he “totally
disagrees with the outcome of the election.”
And that orderly transition did occur. Even after the chaos that ensued on the Capitol, the 59th
quadrennial presidential inauguration occurred on January 20th, 2021, and Joseph R. Biden Jr. was
sworn in as the 46th President of the United States and Kamala D. Harris became the first woman to
hold national office when she became the 49th U.S. Vice President.
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