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Pandemic Brings Change
Students often wish that spring
break would last forever. However, the spring break of 2020
wasn’t exactly what they had in
mind.
COVID-19 showed up &
changed everything. Seven
months later we’re still dealing
with it.
In this issue, we will try to show
what school looks like now as we
all navigate teaching and learning together in the midst of a
global pandemic.
School initially began with students split into three groups: Alearners, B-learners, and Remote
-learners.

A-group students came to
school for in-person learning on
Mondays & Wednesdays. B-group
students came on Tuesdays &
Thursdays. Remote-group remained at home and learned
primarily via GoogleMeets and
Google Classroom.
Our schedule has changed too.
Instead of a 2:46 pm dismissal,
students attend from 8:30 am—
1:00 pm. Classes are now 36
minutes long and there are no
longer two lunch breaks during
the day: all students can take a
free lunch home when they leave
at the end of the day. Teachers
remain in their rooms working

until 3:16 pm. Fridays are Remote Learning days for all students.
As a reminder, students can get
extra help after school from 1:003:00 pm Monday—Thursday or
from 8:00 am-1:00 pm on Fridays.
Tutoring help will be available
Monday-Thursday from 5:007:00 pm. To request help with
homework, call your child's
school to set up an appointment
for in-person or virtual/online
assistance or go to
www.jcindians.org/homework to
request help using our Google
Form.
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School Drills Look Different: by Cassie Strom

We are reminded
to wear masks,
wash hands, and
maintain social
distance on
announcements
each day.

As a species we’ve always
been adapting. And our
whole lives we have been
adapting and changing to fit
our surroundings.
Now that we are in a
global pandemic, things had
to adapt quicker. It was a
struggle, but we’re learning.
The fire drill is a bit different this year. When the fire
alarm goes off we are supposed to wait a second to
get the all clear to evacuate.
In the past, students and
staff have waited outside
the different exits of the
building waiting for the all
clear before going back inside.
This year brings a new
change. We now go to the
football bleachers. Regardless of what class you are

Ms. McCutchen helps
students maintain social distance during the
fire drill: don’t get to
close or she’ll bop you
with her social distance
stick!!!

in when the fire alarm
goes off, you always sit
with your first hour
teacher in the bleachers.
Each teacher has a designated area in the
bleachers. This way, everyone goes to the same location every time.
The first two drills of the
year, we found our groups

and tried to maintain social distance. A- & Bgroups each had a drill for
practice.
An all school drill with a
majority of students was
scheduled for 10/22. And
ran as smoothly as the
first two of the year.

Top of Page: Mr. Kowzan directs students
attention to the emergency exit during a
bus evacuation drill. Above: Keegan and
Mathew wait for the all clear while Mrs.
Patrick and Mrs. Cockburn maintain order.
Left : Journalism students pose in the sun
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Behind the Walls and Inside the Halls at JCHS: By Jean Burks, Cade Cockburn, & Logan Hunt

Standardized testing
doesn’t even take a
break during a pandemic. All seniors took
the SAT on Wednesday,
10/14/2020.

Blue tape and arrows indicate which direction students should walk and
keeps movement distant
and orderly.

Above & Right insert: Honors English
students experiment with socially
distanced group work.

There have been a lot of
new changes to school this
year. Like the use of technology in ways we’ve never
seen before.
In addition to techonological changes, there are a lot
of physical changes to the
building as well.
For example, blue tape
and arrows on the floor of
the halls. These show students which way to walk and
help maintain social distance as students move
between classes.
(It also helps Freshmen
figure out which side of the
hall to walk on.)
And to keep up with our
new social distancing rules,
we have green dots on seats
in the Commons. Green dots
are also located on the
bleachers throughout the
gym. This way, we have easy
visual reminders to help
reinforce social distance
rules and keep us safe.
Along with dots and lines,
we also have signs in the
halls and on lockers. They
help us know what way to go
and how many feet we
should be apart: which is 6’.

Above: Seniors Zoom with representatives from JALC in the Commons; Below: Group-B Seniors enjoy a mask-break outside
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Educators Rising: by Madilyn Ward

New décor on the
doors! JCHS got some
welcome non-COVID
additions this year as
well!

Educators Rising is a club
that Mr. Shick introduced to
the school last year. The
club guides young adults
who want to be teachers in
the future. Members of the
club spent hours tutoring
and having an after school
class for the elementary
school students at Jefferson.

This year, the club has
turned into a dual credit
class that is held in Mr.
Shick’s classroom, 3rd hour.
Students in this class do
work through John A. Logan
College.
They have to get a designated amount of field hours
in each week.

They earn field hours by
shadowing teachers at Jefferson, Washington, and
even here at the high school
on the days that they do
remote schooling.

Learn more at: http://
educatorsrising.org/

New Faces at JCHS: by Cade Cockburn

Let’s welcome
Mr. P back to
JCHS and make
his first year as
our principal one
to remember!

Though this is his first year
as head principal at JCHS,
this isn’t Mr. Pietrantoni’s
first year as an administrator. Last year, he was the
principal of Washington Middle School and was the assistant principal at both
Washington and the high
school two years ago.
Before he pursued his
career in administration, he
was a special education
teacher at JCHS for several
years. He says that the biggest difference between

teaching and being a principal is the sheer number of
students he interacts with
on a daily basis. As a
teacher, he only saw 25-30
kids a day, but now he gets
to interact with over 100
students per day.
Even though he enjoys his
job as principal, he misses
engaging with students oneon-one in the classroom.
Though Mr. Pietrantoni
enjoyed his time as a
teacher, he wanted to become an administrator be-

cause he felt that was the
best way he to have larger
impact on the school district
and the students he interacts with. In his capacity as
principal, Mr. Pietrantoni
enjoys the new adventures
that come with each day. No
two days are the same!
Let’s welcome Mr. P. back
to JCHS and make his first
year as our principal one to
remember!
New Faces at JCHS will highlight new faculty and staff
members each issue.
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It’s the MoLst Wonderful Time of the Year
by Cade Cockburn
It’s the MOLst wonderful time of the year! Every
year on October 23rd, chemistry students from
around the world join together for the celebration
of their favorite holiday - Mole Day! The same
rings true for the students in Mrs. Stultz’s chemistry classes at JCHS.
A mole is a unit of measurement that derives
from Avogadro’s number, 6.022 x 10^23. When
there is one mole of atoms in an object, that object contains close to a septillion atoms!
Since the date 10/23 aligns with Avogadro’s number, October 23rd is a chemist’s favorite day of
the year.

Grace Dodd models with moles

At JCHS, Mrs. Stultz’s chemistry classes have an
annual celebration commemorating Mole Day.
The 2020 national Mole Day theme is MOLEzilla,
and the JCHS chemistry classes had a “MOLE” lot
of fun!
As Colton McReynolds says, “It’s the best Mole
Week in the history of Mole Weeks!”
Each chemistry student had the opportunity to
create their very own Mole Day masterpieces, and
these young chemists took full advantage of the
opportunity. Students created their very own
moles and gave them some pretty awesome
names.

Alexander and Eliza Hamilton-Mole

Baked Moltato, Marilyn Monmole, Mr. Molcredible, Lightning Molqueen, Little Mole on the Prairie,
and Scholar Mole were just a few of the moles
that were created in celebration of Mole Day. Jade
McCalla even wrote her own Mole Day song!
Students in Mrs. Stultz’s Chemistry II class also
celebrated Mole Day by creating rockets that they
fired off from a launch pad at the high school
baseball field. They were then able to estimate
how many moles of lithium were needed within
their batteries to send the rockets into the air. As
Mrs. Stultz said, "If we hadn't gotten that rain this
week, we probably would have set the field on
fire.” (photos on next page)

The Incredi-Moles!

Even though Mole Day
happens on a remote
learning day this year,
chemistry enthusiasts had
one awesome Mole Week!
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MoLst Wonderful Time of the Year (continued)

Clockwise from the top: Jade McCalla sings
her Mole Day Song; Jonathan Tindall poses
with his rocket prior to liftoff; Students pose
with Moles and Rockets (sounds like a good
band name!); Baked Moltato & Watermolen
do some modeling for the camera; above:
Cara Cullum poses with Mr. IncrediMOLE

Page 6

Johnston City High School,
Johnston City, Illinois
1500 Jefferson Avenue
Johnston City, Illinois
62951

The JCHS Times is created by Journalism I, II, and III
students. It’s been a rocky and rough start to the year
but we’re figuring out how to adapt.

Phone: 618-983-8638

We’re hoping to make the jump to social media and
videos in the future. Keep an eye out!

Email: jchstimes@jcindians.org

Email us:
jchstimes@jcindians.org

Thank You from JCHS Times Staff
The JCHS Times wanted to
take a moment to thank administrators and staff who
have made school “work”
during this pandemic. Below
is a sample of messages
from our student staff members:

“While there have been
some [challenges] they
have overall done a superb
job at keeping the school
relatively stable for both
remote and non remote
learners. “
“Thank you for doing everything that you can't to
make sure that we students
get an education doing this
hard time!!”

“I would love to thank the
kitchen staff. They spend
all day in a hot kitchen to
make food for us and they
aren't typically thanked.”
“Thank you administration
for everything you’ve done
for us this year. Not only
have you put in a lot of
effort for us to go back to
school but to also keep us
in school safe and healthy.
You have truly done an
amazing job this school
year along with the others.”

“Thank you to the administration and our teachers
for all they are doing to
help us succeed during this
time of pandemic learning!”

“Thank you for everything you
guys have done, like answering the phone every five seconds with people asking the
same questions! You guys are
great and do an amazing job
for our school!”

Logan Hunt gives the admin a nice 6-foot-sized air hug from the
JCHS Times staff.

