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Toys for Tots is a program
sponsored by the United States
Marine Corps Reserve. It is a
non-profit charity that distributes
toys to children whose parents
cannot afford to give them gifts for
Christmas. Toys for Tots collects
presents for the children during the
months of October, November,
and December. There are many
ways people can contribute to the
Toys for Tots campaign. Toys can
be dropped off at a toy drop
location or people can volunteer at
a warehouse where toys are being
wrapped. This foundation helps
thousands of children have the best
Christmas every year. Our local
contact for Toys for Tots is Mr.
John Morgan who can be reached
at 618-694-2856. To drop off toys,
you can take them to Toys R Us in
Marion, Illinois.

Casa House
By: Madreah Whittle

CASA of Williamson County
stands for Court Appointed Special
Advocates, and they are making a big
difference in a little way. They have an
organization to reach abused and
neglected children by being the child’s
advocate and represent the child in
juvenile court. CASA provides a
portion of the funds to the Agriculture
Programs at the schools in Williamson
County, and the rest of the cost is
acquired by donations to help them
buy supplies to build a playhouse. The
playhouses are on display at the
Illinois Star Centre Mall in the
common area until December 22nd.
On December 22 at 7 pm the winners
for the playhouses will be drawn.
Tickets are $2 each or 6 for $10. Our
school has worked really hard on their
CASA house, and it would be nice for
everyone to come to the event and
show support and appreciation for the
organization.

Winter Sports
Boys Basketball

Girls Basketball

By: Lauren Eberhart

By: Kayla Choate

Basketball season is underway! The
JCHS boys basketball team is off to a
good start; the team consists of seniors, juniors, and
sophomores. Seniors: Wyatt Rix, Gage Hall, Hunter
Peek, EJ Thompson, Max Edwards. Juniors:
Arnaud Catoire, Matt Campbell, Luca Gualdoni,
Tyler Yotkewich. Sophomores: Houston Hall, Tyler
Beasley, Donavan Hutchinson, Dallas Johnson,
Dylan Fischer, Josh McPheron, Chase Selby. These
boys are in for a great season with a record of 4-4.
December 13, the boys played Sesser and won by
four points. Senior, Gage Hall said, “It was an
intense game, but I got a dunk! E.J. scored 36
points, and we took the W.” Come out and support
the Indians.

The girls have figured out their positions
and are headed in the right direction. They say
their hardest component is going to be the schedule
before Christmas, but they don’t really know what
team will be the hardest. They try to split up
practice into fundamental and drill work. They also
try to do a lot of drills where they compete with
each other and have to help each other succeed.
Team rules are, be where you’re suppose to be, be
on time, and work as hard as you can. Coach Lenny
Clark’s team motto is “We before me!” Assistant
coach, Dan Ming’s motto is “Work hard, play
smart, and have fun!” Seniors, Alora, Ashley,
Maggie are having a blast and enjoying their last
season of high school ball, and they say, “We don’t
just love basketball, we love Lenny Eugene Clark”.

Bowling
By: Autumn Burton

Bowling might be “right up your alley.” You may have time for bowling in your “spare”
time. The JCHS bowling team in back in action. The bowling team has five bowlers per game. They
practice and have bowling matches after school at SI Bowl in Carterville. Each match consists of
three games, and the team with the most pins down, wins. Members can purchase their own bowling
ball and shoes, or rent shoes at the bowling alley. The team has three coaches: Laura Roach, Brian
Roach, and Quentin Lazorchak. If you are interested in participating in this winter sport, talk to Mr.
Pietrantoni. Did you know bowlers can get scented bowling balls? Bowling… that’s how we roll!
Hope you enjoyed the puns.

Believe in Christmas Magic
Angel Tree
By: Coleton Jeralds

Johnston City High School participates in the
Angel Tree Foundation, which helps out families
who can not provide toys for their kids. This
foundation was started in 1975 by the West
Knoxville & Professional Women’s Community
Project for seventy kids. Now this project has
spread all over the world and has millions of kids
involved with thousands of communities helping
the movement. The Angel Tree Foundation has
partnered with the Salvation Army making it
easier for people in the general public to get
involved with this project and help spread joy
during the holiday season. If you would like to
select an angle, visit First Bank in Johnston City,
a Salvation Army store in Marion or West
Frankfort, or give them a call at 1-800-552-6435.
Many clubs at JCHS have joined the Angle Tree
movement by providing Christmas to the angle
they selected from First Bank’s tree for about
fifteen years.

Christmas Facts
By: Bobbi Williams


Did you know that more than three
billion Christmas cards are sent in the U.S. each
year alone?



Christmas is the annual Christian festival
celebrating Christ’s birth on December 25th.



Christmas wasn’t declared an official holiday in
the U.S. until June 26, 1870.



For most people, Christmas is putting up a
tree, decorating their houses and opening up
presents on the 25th.



Christmas trees have been sold in the U.S.
since 1850, and they usually take about fifteen
years to grow before they are sold.



There are normally thirty to thirty-five million
real living Christmas trees sold each year.



According to the Guinness World Records, the
tallest Christmas tree ever cut was a 221-foot
Douglas Fir that was displayed in 1950 at the
Northgate Shopping Center.

Christmas Windows
By: Sidney Jones

This year Mrs. Rushing entrusted the Art Club to take over painting the Christmas windows. The
windows were originally classical painting changed to have a Christmas theme but, this year, Mrs.
Rushing allowed the students to paint whatever they wanted as long as it had a Christmas theme.
The pictures this year included Courage the Cowardly Dog, Lilo and Stitch, Alice in Wonderland and
many more. So, make sure to check out these paintings when you’re walking in the hall!

Christmas Ideas
Top Ten Christmas
Gifts
By: Caleb Holtzclaw


Apple watch or Fitbit
Amazon Fire Stick
New shoes
iPhone 7
Sunglasses
Cologne and/or perfume
Drone for GoPro
Polaroid camera
Stereo
Purse/backpack











Lights Parade
BY: Autumn Burton

The Lights Fantastic Parade is a
lights parade that happens every year on
the first Friday in December at 6:00 p.m.
This event is held in downtown
Carbondale where the streets are all
decorated with Christmas lights, several
floats, reindeer, and even Santa Clause.
The parade begins at Mill Street and
travels north on Illinois Avenue to the
Town Square. The Town Square and the
Carbondale Civic Center offer wonderful
pre-parade activities and the opportunity
to see and pet real reindeer. It is a fun
event for the whole
family.

Secret Santa Gifts Under $10
By: Maddie Johnson










Gas gift card
Axe for him holiday gift set
2 Bath and Body mini candles for her
Fuzzy socks for her at Target
Car air freshener for him
Men’s Nike socks
Subway gift card
Decorated phone cases at Etsy.com
10 foot colored iPhone charger on eBay

Who Am I?
By: Shaylynn Triplett

I have an ugly dog
I have short hair
I’m a junior
I have two brothers
I work at Michael’s

Tips for Exams
By: Cailey Clark

As close as break is, there is one
last hurdle in the way that has to be jumped
over before the holiday fun can
begin...exams! Scary, stressful, and super
time consuming, exams worry grades 9-12.
There are a few tips and tricks to surviving
those three days. The most obvious form of
survival for exams would be to study! No
matter how easy the class is, do not
underestimate the teacher or exam! If the
teacher has provided study guides then use
them. The study guide is probably very
similar to the exam and will be beneficial.
Another important tip is to dress
comfortably! Remember that after the exam
is taken, students are required to stay in that
classroom until the allotted time is up.
Lastly, don’t stress so much! Breathe,
everything is going to be okay. There is one
positive to taking exams, open campus
lunch! Don’t try to go too far away or to a
packed place; don’t be tardy from lunch and
miss an exam. Good luck fellow exam takers!

Christmas Reviews Are In...
Top Ten Christmas Songs

Video Game Review

By: Makenna Claycamp

By: Trevor Harvel

Many people’s favorite time of year comes with a
playlist of songs. Christmas songs are one of those
things you either love and can’t wait for the radio
stations to play, or hate and get mad that it is all that is
on the radio. Here are a list of the top ten Christmas
songs to ring in the holiday.

If gamers have not had the chance to play Dead
Rising, they need to find the time and check this
one out. The story takes place twenty years after
the events of the original Dead Rising. Frank
West must brave Willamette, Colorado once
again to kill as many zombies as possible in
every possible way, with a Christmas theme.
Crafting returns in even more ridiculous ways,
for example, the Candy-Cane Crossbow, which
shoots candy canes with razor sharp edges and
zombies. Psychopaths make their return, but they
are not the main focus compared to other games.
The most criticizable thing about the game is its
difficulty, it is very easy as upgrades to weapons
and vehicles make the game a cakewalk, but it is
fun nonetheless. Though, the newest mechanic in
the game isn’t a weapon or vehicle, but selfies.
Yes, Frank can take selfies with zombies, and
everyone is eating it up, just be careful as he can
still be grabbed by another zombie when doing
so. The game is easy, enjoyable and is a good
buy for fans of the franchise.

“All I want for Christmas is You”
“Silent Night”
“Jingle Bells”
“The First Noel”
“Grandma Got Ran Over By a
Reindeer”
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree”
“A Holly Jolly Christmas”
“Baby, it's Cold Outside”
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town”
“Feliz Navidad”

Apostrophe’s
By: Dylan Smith

The play, “Apostrophe’s” was directed by Johnston City’s own high school English teacher, Julie Patrick. This play showed true comedy with the great acting of JCHS students all
while proclaiming the meaning to belong and mean to someone all through the simple
punctuation of apostrophes. The wonderful play was performed Sarah Eaton, Laini Williams, Jaid Bennett, Mattie Rametta, Makenna Claycamp, Valerie Lindner, Kobie Tanner,
Elisabeth West, Miranda Martin, Breanna Moulton, Austin Sands, Lauren Eberhart, Annette Roberts, and Emily Hoercher. With a shout-out to the magnificent job of the production team, I would say that this play met beyond everyone’s expectations. With
laughs being shared throughout the audience, it was a play that will be remembered by
the viewers and the participants. “I think you will find this show is about more than just
punctuation.” - Julie Patrick.

Family Traditions From
Our Staff To You

What is your favorite family tradition for Christmas?
Mr. Ohnesorge: “I would say probably spending time with family.”
Brandy: “I have many. I can’t pick one!”
Mr. Mings: “Wr apping presents”
Mrs. Will: “Pizza Hut pizza and Chr istmas Eve gift opening at my parents”
Mrs. Grear: “ On Chr istmas eve with my fr iends and family, have a big dinner, go to
church, and open gifts”
Mrs. Crompton:”Having all my kids and gr andkids at my house on Chr istmas Eve and
Christmas Day”
Mrs. Rabideau: “ Decor ating my tree”
Mrs. Adkins: “Both sides of our family get together before Chr istmas. Then, the day of
Christmas, we stay home and open presents Christmas morning.”
Mrs. Lindsey: “Well, we usually watch Chr istmas Vacation and go the candlelight ser vice at my church.”
Mrs. McBride: “Ever y year my family reads Twas the Night Before Christmas on
Christmas Eve.”
Mrs. Craig: “On Chr istmas eve, we bake, dr ink hot chocolate, prepare for santa, watch
Rudolph, open new Christmas pajamas, and read Twas the Night Before Christmas. Christmas
morning, we open gifts and have breakfast at our house, then run to all of our Christmas stops.
We spend the entire day playing with our kids’ gifts and eating with our family.”

Merry Christmas from the Wigwam News!

